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of the eighty-four lakhs of living creatures. Sadha-
ran, a Sikh carpenter, devoutly made woodwork
for seven steps of the Bawali and clamped it with
iron.

It was now the time for the Emperor Akbar to
make his periodical visit to Lahore. Having crossed
the Bias he made a detour to Goindwal, and accom-
panied by a large escort of Mughal and Pathan
soldiers made a state visit to the Guru, of whose
sanctity he had heard such favourable accounts, and
presented him with costly offerings of every descrip-
tion. The Emperor, out of respect for the Guru,
walked on the bare ground as he approached his
residence. He learned, however, that he could not
have an interview with the Guru until he had par-
taken of his food. The Emperor inquired of what
the food consisted, and was informed that it was
coarse unseasoned rice. He asked for some and par-
took of it as if it were ambrosia. Having seen the
large number of people fed from the Guru's kitchen
he requested him to accept his service and his offer-
ings. He added, ' I will make thee a grant of what-
ever land thou desirest, and I am ready to perform
any other office that may be pleasing to thee/ The
Guru replied, ' I have obtained lands and rent-free
tenures from my Creator. He who cherisheth all
existences giveth also unto me. My Sikhs devoutly
give me 'wherewithal to supply my kitchen. What-
ever cometh daily is spent daily, and for the morrow
my trust is in God/ The Emperor pressed on him
the acceptance of several villages, but the Guru was
firm in his refusal. The Emperor then said, ' I see
thou desirest nothing. From thy treasury and thy
kitchen countless beings receive bounties, and I
entertain similar hopes. The villages which thou
refusest I will grant to thy daughter Bibi Bhani/
The Emperor upon this signed a grant of the villages
in her name. The Guru gave the Emperor a dress
of honour, and dismissed him, highly pleased with

H